Hello, my name is Tiffany Andrayo. I live in Haddon Heights and work as a teacher librarian in Mt. Laurel. For the last two years I worked with a group we called  Haddon Heights Families for School Libraries. Recently, as a part of our group’s efforts, which involved presenting at several board meetings, the Haddon Heights Board of Education voted to hire a part-time library media specialist to serve the town’s 3 elementary schools. This librarian will face many restrictions- no physical library space in 2 out of 3 schools, no budget for books and no way to circulate books to students. But, our group is hopeful that, as a first step for the school board, it is a positive one because this teacher librarian will be able to guide students in becoming more adept digital citizens. Haddon Heights is a one-to-one Chromebook district. 
I am a certified elementary school librarian. Currently, I am in my 16th year as a teacher, and I am grateful to say that this is my 9th year as a librarian. I so wish I could bring all of you here today, to my library on any given school day.  You would experience how excited students can be about all forms of literacy. Whether they are checking out books, or evaluating websites, or sharing their biography research on an augmented reality app on the iPads, 
you would see students, fully engaged and enthusiastic about literacy in many forms.  I am making my invitation formal and earnestly encourage you to get in touch with me or ANY school library. 
Come out and visit my school, see the library and the digital citizens learning there. 
Come see students who are beginning to understand their place in the world and how to understand that world through different kinds of media and resources that should be available to them.
Since visiting is not always possible, I will instead try to convince you that a school’s library  can be the heart of a school community, where love of learning is nurtured and responsible digital citizens are developed. 
· A 2011 Pennsylvania School Library Study compared the students’ state test scores with levels of librarian staffing across student groups. 
· ALL students were found more likely to score “Advanced”
· and LESS likely to score “Below Basic” on reading and writing tests. 
· More than 20 separate state studies have confirmed that school librarians support student achievement. (AASL)
· The American Association of School Libraries has confirmed that when spending for school libraries rises, better reading scores follow. 
· The efficacy of school libraries in our state of New Jersey has been found so undeniable that members of our state assembly and senate have introduced Bill A1995/S2394.
· This bill would require public school districts to have a trained school library media specialist to support a corresponding number of students. https://njla.org/sites/default/files/SchoolLibraryHandouts2017.pdf
I invite you to read this data for yourselves-
 it is posted on our FB page and I hope you, as many families in Haddon Heights have already done, will check it out.
The antiquated notion of a librarian’s role as the “Ssshher” or “keeper of the books” no longer reflects the importance of a school librarian to the success of school-aged children. 
I would like to share a few things that I facilitate as the teacher librarian for my own students, staff, parents and school community. 
· Throughout the school year, with 2nd, 3rd & 4th graders, I “book talk” dozens of different books that I have read. 
· Think of it as a commercial, but for a book. 
· Usually, once I’ve done this, those books are checked out for the rest of the year 
· because they are passed from student to student who can’t wait to read it next. 
· I collaborate with teachers at every grade level to support their instruction in all different areas of the curriculum.
· Showing 1st graders how to use an online database for animal research
· Integrating folktales and STEM in 2nd grade
· Tweeting out student biography research videos to the actual famous living person they researched about, to see if students  hear anything back
· I help grow our students into responsible digital citizens and leaders. 
· They learn that everything they do online, 
· even from THIS YOUNG AGE, leaves a digital footprint behind them, for which THEY are responsible.
· Students learn to navigate all forms of information literacy: which includes digital, visual, media, textual, and technological literacy.
· They learn to think critically in order to evaluate the credibility of websites, 
· compare sources and  support their findings.
· I arrange author visit assemblies for students every year. 
· I just had the StarLab, which is a traveling planetarium, rented and filling my library for the week. 
· I took each class inside from kindergarten to 4th grade. 
· I shared lessons about astronomy and provided an in-school view of the stars, 
· that some students may never experience elsewhere.
· I promise, at least for tonight, that I won’t go on and on about Reader’s Theater, Poem in Your Pocket weekend, student coding and so much more.
As a parent who also happens to be a librarian, I am able to facilitate this type of learning for my own son and daughter.  
But, what about every other New Jersey student who aren’t afforded this benefit? They deserve to experience, in the words of the hilarious children’s author Mo Willems, “the gateway to discovery that school libraries are”.
Thank you so much for allowing me to address you and for taking advantage of this wonderful opportunity for all of us to work together to best serve and support our students as lifelong learners. 
“In a society growing more and more dependent on information literacy we cannot justify failing to educate our children in these critical skills. We cannot produce students able to compete effectively in a modern information and technology based world without the most basic skills in navigating the vast amount of information in our society. Skills in navigating information literacy (which includes digital, visual, media, textual, and technological literacy) are best taught by certified school library media specialists.” NJLA Advocacy handout
CISSL NJ report @
http://www.njasl.info/wp-content/NJ_study/2011_Phase2Report.pdf
